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Presentation Notes
The 2003 Session brought about many major changes for FLVS, changes that should secure the long-term permanency and financial stability of the school.   As a major part of the implementing legislation for the Constitutional amendment requiring maximum class sizes, FLVS will be funded as a “68th district within the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) and is part of the “took kit” of options available to districts in meeting class size requirements.
·	As part of the FEFP, FLVS will receive funding much the same as a school district, with one major exception:  FTE for FLVS are based on student performance, not seat-time
·	FLVS full time equivalent (FTE) student consists of six full credit completions, credit completions can be a combination of either full or half credit
·	FVLS may receive funding for students beyond the traditional 180 day/900 hour school year.  i.e. 7th period and above, and summer school
·	School districts may not report students for funding when the instruction is provided by FLVS – effectively eliminating the double funding of students. 
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“l can focus on what | am doing.”
Zelina
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Presentation Notes
I liked the global studies course online better than in the class room because there are no distractions. The teacher doesn't spend her whole time lecturing me to sleep about FCAT or anything else off topic. I can focus on what I am doing. I can come in and out of the course everyday or once a week as long as I am on track. The classroom on the other hand is full of distractions. I have never had an online teacher tell me it doesn't matter to them if I fail, because they get paid anyway. Online teachers care and it shows through my grades in an online class compared to a regular classroom.
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Presentation Notes
Thank you for the College Hub session last night. I really enjoyed the student led discussions. I do not intend on applying to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, however I thought that Mr. Toone’s presentation was very effective and engaging. I will be considering Boston University after listening to Sara. She was able to convey the feeling of a small college town in a school as large as Boston< /st1:PlaceName> University. She reminded me to keep an open mind and to broaden my college search. I learned so much about college life in the smallest details. Thank you for hosting the College Hub. 
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have lost my son this year.”
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Presentation Notes
My son is 16 years old and since I can remember has always had a hard time in school. If the teachers weren’t labeling him as a problem child, or just too lazy to do the work, he wouldn’t have had any attention at all. I have begged the school system to help me, have him tested, or even show me where I could get help like tutoring that didn’t cost an arm or a leg, but to no avail. Finally when he was in the end part of 4th grade we had him tested by sylvan learning center, and found him to be on a low 3rd grade level in math and reading. $3000.00 and 3 months later sylvan had him almost on track. He was enrolled on there online schooling. Kenny’s grade went up and so did his confidence the online schooling was like a miracle to us, but sadly we could not afford $1000.00 a month to keep him in the sylvan school. By eighth grade my husband and I had been to more conferences at school then the teachers themselves. Kenny was back on a very rough road, fights in school, drugs, drinking and a really bad attitude. I would cringe at the sound of the phone afraid that it was the schools with another you need to pick up your son or worst yet that he had been badly hurt in a fight. High school proved to be no different except for the fighting which seemed to have stopped. Then his guidance consoler told me about FLVS on line, and it seemed to be the answer to all our prayers. He is still not the perfect student not straight A’s and a little behind on task but he does his schooling and his grades are coming up. The life management class in school he got an F in this he has received an A and really learned some stuff. The teachers in this system really do care about their students and work hard to help them through their rough times. They are in constant communication with us (the parents), and go over and beyond what they need to. Taking him out the public school system has been a real blessing. He is now clean from drinking, and drugs and I no longer cringe when the phone rings. Even if he is not doing great in a class or is behind I know that when I answer that phone there is nothing but true concern on the other end. This has been the case with his Algebra teacher. He has had a rough time with it and yet when Kenny and I talk with his teacher Mrs. Kuss it is nothing but positive reinforcement from her. She has really worked with Kenny, and because of this Kenny is really starting to see that teachers can really care. His whole attitude towards school and teachers has really changed. Even though the idea of school is not his cup of tea he really has started to see that it is not all that bad and recently has taken it seriously. He is working hard to get back on task and really cares about his grades. She talks to use at least once a week and sends us emails concerning his grades. She is constantly trying to find out his weak areas and works very hard to help him with them. Right now his grade is a low c but we are trying hard to maybe even get a B. Compared to an F 2 years in a row the c is a breath of fresh air. I can’t thank Mrs. Kuss enough. Putting up with my sons’ attitude in the beginning was not easy he would only mumble when talked to and now he really talks to his teachers. Teachers like her are the reason that this has happened. The teachers that FLVS really care and really show it. 
I love the tutoring that some of the courses give and the way the teachers will personally go over the things that the student gets wrong. 
I really feel that if it wasn’t for this course the Florida Public school system would have lost my son this year. He is a new child and someone I can talk to. When we do his classes together we laugh and have a good time. It is a very relaxing atmosphere but also serious. He knows that this is real school and that his future rides on it. 
I can’t thank who ever came up with idea and the teachers of FLVS enough. You have not only given me my son back but also have given him his future. 
Sincerely Yours 
Colleen Benigno 
Carl Benigno
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